#

Two recent innovations instituted
by libraries illustrate how re-
thinking of service is necessary
as libraries across the country
face reduced budgets, staff, and
open hours.

The Palm Harbor Library in Flor-

ida installed a “Library to Go”

vending machine. Located
near the library’s front door, the
machine is stocked with best-
selling books and DVDs. Library
customers are able to check out
the items of their choice by
swiping their Palm Harbor li-
brary card. The Friends of the
Library purchased the unit for
the library to lessen the impact
of reduced service hours on the
community. The service is avail-
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Bestselling books and DVDs
avallable for patrons
with valid library cards.
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able only during hours that the library is closed.

The Washington County Library in Minnesota re-
cently opened a Library Express branch at the
Hugo City Hall. Library Express is =
a bank of lockers where custom- &
ers can pick up materials that
they have previously requested.
Customers make their requests
by searching the library catalog
| and reserving items using their
library cards in much the same
| way that MCPL customers request items. The
items are delivered to the Library Express
\ branch, and customers are notified that they
\ can pick up their items at anytime within the
next 48 hours. Special codes allow custom-
. ers to access only the materials reserved for
\ them at any time, 24/7.

. Self-service solutions such as these are
not meant to replace full service librar-
ies where customers can browse
shelves, attend story-times and
programs, and talk face-to-face
with library staff. They do pro-
vide a model in which library
collections can be made
more available to cus-
‘ tomers in spite of
reduced staff

and open hours. Computers and ma-
chines are used for processes that do not
require human intervention. This frees
staff to use their time and efforts for
those services which only people can do,
providing the personal contact and ex-
pertise which our customers expect.

Movie Nights (& Days)
Teen Publishing Deadline

2011 Wausau Book Sales

On a personal note, this is my last
column in the Newsletter. At the Sep-
tember Library Board of Trustees meet-
ing, | announced that | will retire in Janu-
ary 2011. It's been a privilege to work at
MCPL for over 18 years. | appreciate the
many opportunities for personal and pro-
fessional growth that have been afforded
me. Now, it's time to hitch up the trailer,
load the canoe, gather the dogs, and
spend more time on personal endeavors
that I've been putting off.

NY Times Best-Sellers
Stratford Branch Profile
OverDrive Collection

Book Discussion Kits
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Festival of the Arts in Wausau is an exciting
time. Just a few months ago, the downtown
area was brimming with potters, painters,
paper-makers and more. Rich colors and
textures filled booths lining the sides of 3rd
Street and the Square. Now some of those
very works of art are hanging on the walls
of the Marathon County Public Library for
you to take home and enjoy. How did that
happen? Because the Friends of Marathon
County Public Library provided funding.

The Friends of MCPL is a volunteer organization. Our purpose is to sup-
port the library by promoting and improving library services in Marathon
County. To the Friends, supporting the library means providing circulating
artwork. And much more.

Friends of Marathon County Public Library also support the libraries by
underwriting the Children's Summer Reading Program, by sponsoring
special programs like Older Americans Day or family programs, by buying
equipment and materials needed throughout the system, by soliciting and
awarding grants to fund projects. We would love to do more.

How can you help? Join us. Through your membership fees when you
become a friend, and through book sales and other activities, Friends of
MCPL is able to supply these 'extras' that help make the library a special
place. For only $10 a year ($5 seniors/students, $20 families) you can
help support our mission. Become a member, buy a gift membership for a
friend, join the Board, or help at book sales.

And you can also let us know that you agree with our mission by checking
out one of those beautiful works of art!




Movies have captivated us

since the 1894 presentation of

Dickson Greeting using Edi-

son’s modern Kinetoscope!

Movies entertain, evoke tears of

laughter and sorrow, shock and

disgust us. Scrolling forward, p:.<
high-tech theatre seats now ~00
pitch, shake and roll viewers for

high resolution action thrillers

such as Christopher Nolan’s Inception.

Movie venues have also changed. Where we once
gueued-up to buy tickets for mass viewing in drafty thea-
tres, technology now enables the privacy to enjoy your
favorite flicks via video rental, cable, satellite, Netflix, You-
Tube and iPod. To this list of viewing venues you may
now add... your public library!

Through the recent purchase of a movie license, the
Marathon County Public Library is now able to show

films — free of charge — on a regular basis!  While we
do not wish to compete with local theatres, we do hope to
supplement our customers’ options with recently-released-
on-DVD popular films, documentaries, and foreign and
independent films. Unless otherwise noted, all movies will
be rated G, PG, or PG-13.

The license allows us to reveal titles only in the library
itself (or directly via phone, email, or mail), so you will see
descriptors instead on our website and other marketing
outlets. We will sometimes ask you to vote on your favor-
ite from choices placed on our webpage at www.mcpl.us.

We hope to receive suggestions from customers to
make this new service a popular one. Call 261.7200 or
email us at info@mcpl.us for more information.

Upcoming Movies:

11/24 @ 2pm | (Children’s Matinee) (PG /2010)

12/8 @ 6:30pm | (Family Christmas Movie) (PG /2009)
12/22 @ 6:30pm | (Classic Christmas Movie) (1945)
12/29 @ 10:30am | (Children’s Matinee) (G /2008)
12/29 @ 2:00 pm | (Children’s Matinee) (PG /2010)

Do you follow the New York Times
Best-Seller Lists?

So do we! What's more, we'd like to
make it easier for you to find and borrow
these hot new books from the Library!

Visit . .us/ / and
click on the “NY Times” tab for direct-
links to our Library Catalog (V-Cat) for

the top five best-selling books in multiple categories.
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Teens are invited to submit their poetry,
stories, essays, and artwork for publication on
our website and the chance to be included in
our second annual magazine!

We've received dozens of entries to date,
but we want more!

(complete rules: www.mcpl.us/teenzone/publishing)

Include your full name (only first name,
last initial will be published), grade, school, address, phone,
title of your entry, and category (poem, story, visual)

Entry deadline: December 31, 2010.
Entrants must be in 6-12th grade at time of entry.
Entrants must be residents of Marathon County, WI.

Entries must be newly-created original work of the entrant,
must not infringe upon copyright laws.

Entries must not have been previously published in a copy-
righted print format.

Entries may not include obscene or offensive content.
Entrants may submit up to 10 entries per year.

Submit via email to teenpublishing@mcpl.us, or in p
at any MCPL location. Call (715) 261-7200 for detai Is.
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Thu., 2/3, 5-8pm | Members-Only Sale *
Fri., 2/4, 9:30am-4:30pm

Sat., 2/5, 9:30am-4:30pm ;
Sun.,2/6, 1-4pm | Bag Sale! / $5 per bag T~

Thu, 4/28, 5-8pm | Members-Only Sale *
Fri., 4/29, 9:30am-4:30pm
Sat., 4/30, 9:30am-4:30pm
Sun.,5/01, 1-4pm | Bag Sale! / $5 per bag

(TBA... watch future newsletters or website for updates)

Thu., 11/3, 5-8pm | Members Only Sale *
Fri., 11/4, 9:30am-4:30pm
Sat., 11/5, 9:30am-4:30pm
Sun., 11/6, 1-4pm | Bag Sale! / $5 per bag

* (Member-Only Sales are open to all current members of the
Friends of the Library; memberships available at the door)

Don't forget the Rothschild Book Sale, December 6-7 , 2010!




Welcome to the Stratford Branch Library! Located at 400
North Fourth Avenue in Stratford, we are conveniently lo-
cated, close to the schools. Our 3,000 square-foot facility
offers a large selection of materials, resources and programs.
High speed internet service, Wi-Fi access, fax machine and a
copier machine are available for public use. A community
room is also available for special events and meetings.

We offer a weekly Family Storytime on Wednesday mornings
at 10:15 am. Our Book Club meets monthly the third Monday
of the month at 1:00 pm. Our next featured books are, for
November, Eve’s Daughters by Lynn Austin, and for Decem-
ber, Christmas Secret by Anne Perry. Starting the New Year
in January, we will be discussing the book Sarah’s Key by
Tatiana de, Rodney. We also have a annual book sale that
will be upcoming in early March, 2011.

Please keep the Library in mind when you are getting ready
for this Holiday Season! We have lots of holiday cookbooks,
decorating books and craft books to help you if you're plan-
ning on making some of your own gifts and need assistance.
With winter just around the corner, stop in and check out
some movies that you were waiting to see, or music CD’s,
plus we have lots of magazines that can also be checked out.

For more information about our materials, programs and
other services, call us at (715) 687-4420, email us  at

info@mcpl.us, or visit www.mcpl.us.
Library Hours: Mon 10-5; Tue 1-8; Wed 10-8; Thu-Fri 1-5.

In early October, nearly four-hundred new items wer e
added to the Overdrive collection , including many new and
popular titles in ebook and audiobook formats, perfect for your
e-reader, mp3 player, or other mobile devices!

To check device compatibility and
browse the OverDrive collection, visit:

/ /

Over 15,000 “Public Domain”
Ebooks— classic or older works no
longer copyrighted—are now available,
thanks to Project Gutenberg ! Visit the

link above and click “Public Domain Ebooks.”

No login required; no borrowing limits!
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Can you think of a few

friends who like to read

good books? | fthe answer is
“yes,” then you already have
all you need to start your own
book discussion group! Here
are a few questions & answers
to help you get started:

Decide this first

How big should your book group be?
because it will make a difference where your group will
meet! Usually, it is easiest to coordinate groups of 3-5
people, plus discussions tend to be more informal and
less intimidating than larger groups.

Where would your group meet? Some groups meet at
each other’'s homes, while others meet at their local
church, school, or public library. MCPL has meeting
rooms that you may schedule for this purpose.

How often will you group meet?  Most often, book dis-
cussion groups meet once a month, but this can vary
based on the preferences of the members. Some groups
will not meet during the winter months, while others do
not meet during the summer.

What will we read? There are so many choices! You
can suggest books to read for the next meeting or set
your schedule for book discussions for months in ad-
vance. Library staff can help you create a short list of
books in your preferred genre for this purpose.

How do we start? Set an organizational meeting date.
Tell your friends, family, neighbors, co-workers and oth-
ers who share the same passion for books as you do.

What if no one talks? Start with just the basic questions
about the books. Did you like the book? Have you read
others by this author? To keep things “fresh,” rotate the
facilitator for each meeting.

Where can | get multiple copies of a book?  MCPL
owns over 75 book discussion kits! We make things easy
with five or more books per kit, plus discussion ques-
tions. Some of our kits also provide audiobooks! You
may borrow kits for up to 8 weeks. If the Library does not
own a kit for your chosen title, we can help you coordi-
nate requests for multiple items; just ask!

How can we help the Library? Most of our book discus-
sion kits start with donated books. You can add addi-
tional copies to the kits you borrow, or you may simply
donate books at the front desk of any MCPL location!

For more info. about our Book
Discussion Kits, call (715) 261-
7200 or email info@mcpl.us.
The complete listing of kits is
linked at mcpl.us/bookclubs

N~

If you'd like to attend one of our
regularly-scheduled book discus-
sions, visit mcpl.us/bookclubs or
contact us for the schedule.
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300 North First Street
Wausau, WI 54403-5405
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Phone: 715.261.7200 | Fax: 715.261.7204
Email: info@mcpl.us | Online: www.mcpl.us

Sign up for our "Featured Events"
Email Alerts! ...

at the Marathon County Public Library (MCPL)
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